
  MINUTES OF WRASFB ANNUAL PROPRIETORS’ & PUBLIC MEETINGS

HARBOUR CENTRE, GAIRLOCH
PRESENT:
Bill Whyte (BW) Chair            Neil Morrison (NM)
Rosie Nicoll (RN)                    Ray Dingwall (RD)
Donald Rice (DR) - by Skype    Ian Lindsay (IL)   
Gordon Crawford (GC) – by Skype 

Mark Lorimer (ML)                 Craig                   
Mary Gibson (MG)                  Peter Cunningham (PC)    
Peter Jarosz (PJ) Clerk          One Member of the public

DATE: 11 November 2019 

OPENED AT:14.00      CLOSED AT:15.15

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Stephen Bate, Hugh Whittle and Stuart Allison.

2. Comments

 There were four proprietors attending the annual meetings, three mandatories, 
three invitees and two members of the public.

 BW gave a report on the Board’s work that had taken place to date in this 
financial year.

3. Annual Report 2017-8

Copies of the Annual Report 2018-19 were available at the meeting and the chairman 
talked the meeting through its contents:

 The report contains rod catch figures for 2018 for salmon and sea trout as figures 
for 2019 are currently not available on the Marine Scotland web site.

 Sighting forms for the recording of piscivorous ducks presence were sent out by 
email but none have been returned to date. Verbal reports seem to suggest that 
numbers of these predators are increasing so sightings of cormorants, 
mergansers, goosanders as well as herons need to be recorded (and any mink 
sightings should be noted/reported). The form that was circulated to proprietors 
should be used if the Board is to build up a case for any control license, against 
these birds, to be permitted.

 The new MSS guidance on stocking of rivers from brood stock progeny means 
that consents will not be granted for salmon stocking.

All those present expressed their approval of the report and of the work that the board 
had achieved within the year but with the reservation that the graphs on catches will 
need to be updated once the catch returns form MS have been received.

4. Accounts 2018-9 

PJ reported that copies of the WRASFB accounts (2018-9) had been forwarded to all 
proprietors by email for their perusal.

In the time between the accounts being sent out and the date of the annual meeting, 
there were no queries or questions from proprietors regarding the accounts.

PJ then talked through the contents of the accounts, highlighting the fact that the Board, 
following two years of exceptional expenditure due to legal costs, was now in the 2018-



19 accounts experiencing our more usual annual budget costs and this for a second 
year in succession. 
PJ was also able to present half-year budget figures that are predicting that the current 
financial year (2019-20) should also end with expenditure costs similar to our usual 
annual budget.

There is £697.50 still outstanding from the 2019-20 levies including one levy invoice 
from 2018-19.

PJ stated that the accounts were fairly self explanatory and reflected the yearly 
projection that PJ presented to the Board meeting back in the April meeting.

Those present at the meeting pronounced their approval of the accounts. 

5. WRFT Biologist’s Report 
Peter C showed a Powerpoint presentation that covered the points of his biologist’s 
report of which there were hard copies available at the meeting.

PC’s report is attached at the end of these minutes.

The meeting closed at 1515 hours.

Signed by the Clerk to the Board:     

Dated: 11 November 2019                                                           






